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Chosen site - the Severalls Lane land earlier this year when travellers arrived illegally 
By ANDREA COLLITT 

andrea.collitt@nqe.com 


THE creation of a legal trav- 
ellers’ site north of Colchester 
has moved a step closer after 
County Hall awarded a con- 
tract to build it. 

Barnes Construction will be 
brought in to build the £1.7mi 1- 
lion, 12-pitch site in Severalls 
Lane, with work expected to 
start in the autumn. 

The site was chosen when 
pitches in Haven Road, Colch- 
ester, were closed in 2004. 

Renewed planning permission 
was granted by Colchester Coun- 
cil in November, but the site has 
been dogged by controversy 
since, and there was anger when 
travellers pitched there illegally 
earlier this year. 


at illegal 


John Jowers, county council- 
lor responsible for communities 
and planning, said the contract 
had been awarded for 12 pitches, 
with room for up to two caravans 
on each. 

He forecast the site would be 
popular and could attract trav- 
ellers set to be evicted from 
Europe’s largest illegal site at 
Dale Farm, near Basildon, in 
south Essex. 

He said: “We considered 62 
sites during what was a really 
painful process. 

“Nobody wants them, but, 
once you have sites, it is easier to 


enforce removal 
encampments. 

“Once you have made alterna- 
tive provision, you can then 
enforce.” 

On the possible Dale Farm 
influx, he added: “Every single 
district and borough in East 
Anglia will be watching carefuly 
what happens. 

We considered 
62 sites during 
what was a 
really painful 
process. Nobody 
wants them 
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“We were hoping to have the 

site built by now, which would 
have made it easier to stop illegal 
encampments.” 

As well as 12 pitches, the site’s 
planning permission includes 
parking for at least 24 vehicles 
and other facilities. 

There will also be a dedicated 
site manager. 

High Woods ward borough 
councillor Gerard Oxford disput- 
ed the overall cost of the project. 

He. said: “£1.7million was allo- 
cated in the capital programme, 
but I am told the build cost could 
be a total of £2.6million.” 

Mr Oxford said the cost could 
escalate through unexpected 
obstacles and said Essex Wildlife 


Trust had asked for barriers to be 

put in as a planning condition to 
protect otters from the work. 

Jan Plummer, deputy chair- 
man of Tending and Colchester 
Minority Ethnic Partnership, 
said: “We are really pleased that 
gipsies and travellers in Colch- 
ester are at last going to get the 
homes they need so they can set- 
tle and get access to education 
and health. 

“This has been going on for 
decades now with no sites in 
Essex. These people deserve 
homes as human beings.” 
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CRAZY SALE MADNESS 

TOP OF THE RANGE AUTOMATIC REMOTE C0NTR0LLEI 
INSULATED ROLLING GARAGE DOOR RRP £2 150 

NOW JUST £69S 

INC VAT & FITTED FREE 

TO SEE THIS AMAZING DOOR WHICH OPERATES WITH i 
SIMPLE PUSH OF A HAND-HELD REMOTE CONTROL 

TEL: 01245 361676 

Essex-Herts-Suffolk-Cambs-London 
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Customer Announcement 

Wc wish to inform you that our storo in Long Wyre St, 
Colchester will no longer stock children’s shoes with cfk 
trora 31st July 2011. 

From 1st August 2011 your nearest children’s stockists wi 
Clarks Shop, Culver Square, Colchester, COl 1WF 
Tel 0I20o 369473 
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ve you time we now offer a Children’s Fitting 
Appointment service, you can book your appomiment in 
using the telephone numbers above. 

Thank you for your continued custom. 

Mark Randall 
Atea Manager 


aazette-news.co.uk 


We’ll end up with ghetto 
on doorstep, says fanner 


AN outraged farmer said the 
opening of the legal site would 
destroy his business. 

Stewart St Clair Pearce, 
whose farm is next to the site, 
said it would create a “ghetto” 
°n his doorstep. 

In April, police were called to 
he site when travellers pitched 
there illegally. 

Mr st Clair Pearce’s sister, 
mo« y ’ was threatened by four 
ar *ned with a chainsaw 
spIvo a P e & e dly exposed them- 
enoa ! to ^ er before one threat- 

One°” itherthroat - 


Severalls Lane site first 
earmarked 8 years ago 


kiii u 6 alle gedly made threats 
Herh and u her animals, 
had airi her said his business 

Jot of n ady been forced t0 sel1 a 

in f ear l „ s f rare cows and horses, 
by travellers 3 ^ t0 them made 
added: “I am shocked, very 


Kf. 1 Spy ■ Angry 

- Stewart 
St 

I Pearce 

disappointed and nobody has 

US “The d idea that localism takes 
notice of what local people want 

” nToesn't. Not even travellers 
want to be in this location. Th y 

aTlite°rally stuck tn a held out 

togotoschool. we have got a 

ghetto on our doorstop. 


A TRAVELLERS’ site previous- 
ly existed at Haven Road, Colch- 
ester, but has been unoccupied 
since 2002. 

In 2004, it was declared sur- 
plus to requirements and it was 
agreed the site should be trans- 
ferred to Severalls Lane. 

The land was chosen follow- 
ing three years of work by 
Colchester Council and Essex 
County Council, in which they 
identified a number of potential 
sites. 

The Department for Commu- 
nities and Local Government 
awarded a £1.9million grant to 
Essex County Council to devel- 
op Severalls Lane. 

In 2007, a planning applica- 
tion for a 12 -pitch site at Sever- 
alls Lane was agreed by plan- 
ners. 


Work had to start within 
three years and the permission 
expired on August 23 last year. 

But the county council 
missed the deadline and had to 
reapply for planning permis- 
sion. 

However, last September the 
landowner, Colchester Council, 
agreed the lease terms of the 
site with the county council. 

Planning permission was 
eventually granted by Colch- 
ester Council last November - 
despite more than 1,000 objec- 
tions. Now the county council 
has placed an order for the site, 
meaning it has asked a con- 
struction company to create the 
facility. 

Councillors have until July 25 
to ask for the decision to be 
reviewed. 
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